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T4 SOLY OF JOREIGN ALD 1 NONTH VIER

Horth Vietoam's ability to meintain an effective wilitary
foree, to furnish continued logistic support to Communist forces
in South Vietnam, and to withstund the effects of the allied boub-
ing is largely dependent on the comtinued rocelpt of meterisl aic
from other Companlet countries. Tae USER and Comsunist Ohdse,
which hmve been the princisel suppliers of wilitary and esconcmic
wssistance to Hasol, ¢onmiderably increnced their sssistance *n
responge o the sllied alr offsusive ageinst Forth Wietosw. Tu
goncral, both suppliers have furaished that type of assislance
nost compatible with thelr svailable resources. In the sres of
ams ald, Tor example, the USSR has provided the bulk of the gqaulp
ment, including the more sophisticated air defense aystens, walle
Comaunist Chine has supplied most of the lighter weapons and man-
poser for technical assictence. In value termss the UBSR hee been
the leuding supplier, sccounting, since 1965, for more thaun 80
percent of the wilitary wid and over 55 percent of the sconcmic
aid, The Eastern Buropesn Compunlst countries have extended only
negligible amounts of military aseistanve but accousted for 15
poroent of the economic sid during the pericd. The remaindey is
almost entirely assistence from Coemunist Chine. axowpt for Boribh
Kovea, sid froam other Communist countries, includineg Cuba hes bee
insignificant, |

t

The military assistance provided by the USSR snd
Communiist China hes been a key element in North Vietosm's wilitary
capability and in 1ts stiitude tovwerd continulag the weyr. The
luportance of this essistance has been freguently attested to in
Vietramese public statements. In Hanol's view, Communist nilitary
BUppOrt provides at least e semblance of protection whieh inhihits
further slliied military pressure on North Vietnss and helpe 4o
negate the effects of the bowmbing. The Norih Vietnsmese also regard
this ald as extremely valusble in sustaiaing the nilitery prossure
that can be brought tc besr in Sonth Vietnam. Fimally, Ranci hopes
that Soviet and Chinese sid serves to warn the US that North Vietnsn
can count o support from the Communlist camp despite the Sinoe-Soviet
rift.
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pped Wopnituds sed VYalue of Wilitery Dell

Altoough Comsunist delliveries of military equipsens
to Norta Vietoan eammot b gqusntified preuaisely, it is estizated that
frow Jansry 1965 w March 1G0T, these deliveries totaled about $570
willion, eomparod with only $140 aillion during 1993-8h. Anproxi-
mately four-FITChe of the total provided siace the beginning of 1565
bas come fycm the USHR end the belancs from Cowsuiist Chine (e
feble 1). 'The contribution of othor Communist coustries hus been
negligivla.

Haple L
gtisnted Voloe of Soviet woo (hinese Coamunise Jeliveries

of Wilitery Boulmsent to Bopkh Vietsuw
L J-dlareh 1907TH

Totsl 195364 ko i i
1965 260 285 85
1966 3 20 70
Junvary-Hasah 1967 50 ] £5
Total 1965-Mares 1967 819 PLY) 30
Total 1953-Haroh 1967 218 810 25

¥ Estimmtes do not imolude the weiue Of Militery Iatrastrstore
wad faeilitbies.

In 1569, total military ald (wostly saovided by toe
VBER) incressed some 600 percent over tha level of 196k, o abuus
200 million. Milltary sid deliveries io 1966 in turn iuevessed
nesrly 25 percent swir the high level of the previcus yesy o about
3320 million. Although deliveries im the first quarier of 1967
aptitinued ot a high lewl, deliveries during all of 1967 ars aot
oxpecied $o erceod the lewl of 1966, barring the intyodustion of
LA WespORS Kyatens Buch a8 constal Galonss missliles.

Benrly 90 puresnt of Soviet sid {about 540 wmillion)
sas heer delivered since L Januery 196%. Frum 1953 o 198k Soviet
anilitery deliveries o North Vietmun toteled sbout $70 million and
congisbod minly of srtiilery, ssall awme, about 75 t¥andport and
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mer alrcrall, and 20 swall naval “”dlb. L 2905 bhe cuoloc ey
Bovict nild changed drastically as Lhc ouu@ edis sindldte d" (RERRWETE
Jr”pxd developuent, of wi wlr defense systew oua rodar nebwork. o
cag nitudc of Soviel assislance rose csharply Lo, g2y wiliion in 1905
cand $250 million in 1966. By March 1967, soviet deliveries iucluded
8 BAM system comprising si estimaled 30 firving battulions, L2 addi-
Lonal aircraft (including 111 MIG Jet figutews), and opproximately
[UO anbleircrall guns, rauggiog Lrom 37 sun 1o 100 mem, 98 well

-1dar‘@quLuaeuL Vuhicicu, sumall u1wu, and wsiundtlon {see lablc ).

Ao

About 65 pLTuLmL ?;;O million) o the eutlusved H200
. _ L e
AmLIJJOH worth of Chinese Communist military old Lus

d liws becu Cgk,_x_l.vx,s.\,u
slrce the beginning of 1965, Fariler deliverics lorgely cousisted

Of -EaOHlE‘ MIG- L 517 J(-"[ T JLJ’I'LGF 5, 20 Swalow-cloos LOL. SO L8, . aLid
£, Jaf¢ouy ol d[tLll@ry, pmall wrme, and oueusloion. Lo Lo Coluese
i Ldtary anslolance more Lhan doublod over bhe Llovel wit LYUh and i

edat

b ”OC Jg&in doubled over the previoas yewr. Tnu priiiary Cliiuooe con-
. tribution has been that of providiug swall wams, trucks aud ovier
vehicles, some small waval crait, 3¢thary wechueical assistance,
~and technlcelans and laborers for military-rolated construction
activities (gce Table 3).

‘

Although direct military essiviunce supplied by the lust-
err Luroppuu Communlst countries and Cubw uup wcen uegligible, the
iormér have supplied a WLdC range ol dercurc. Lupport-type equl puent
regarded o cesential for the malatenarice dto reconstrucition ol
fran&portaLLQM shd “DmmuMlLdLLOM Lines and for key industrial ucucara
involved in the country s m;l;taly effore.  tnis category ol ald uas
Aneluded POL medical supplies and pharaceniiculs, general pulpose
Vehiclcu, construction supplics and uniEML;C, meuvy lndugor il

L
‘m&uhinery, cargo barges, poutoon ~.Luoc sectious, and mmell quanti-
tles of sportiuvg rifles and ammuuition. Delliveric of such ald are

includéd in the ccovomic cachorJ.

'fs. Milltary Technical Auulobdt

In addltlon to providing MLlLuw¢¢ cyulpment, both che

4

cmmunlst Ching have pr ovided wilitary advisers and teclini-
. = ML,Chlnewe contribution dun this arew bas been fur greuater
-th 0 that of Lno USCR. It is estimated thut between 25,000 and
50,000 Chinesc support troops are in North Vieinem working ow the

,constructiun, repalr, and defense of trans sporetion facilities. Au
unknown number of Chinesc military beroonnel ciso are employed 1u

S

. In contrast, the numbwr of Sovict militury techuicians
. pxubdbly did uot excecd £,500 iju the peak year ol 1965,

| L asxa
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It is curreatiy estimated

that the nupber of Soviet miliiay nieians in Sorth Vietusn

ranges from 1,000 Lo 1, 500.

B. Camondst Soonomtc Ald to Horth Vietoss

Beonomie aid deliverias to Nerth Vietosn frow COuBuaaes
countrles are optipated st G150 silldon for 1965 and f2TH wiilion
for 1966, This incrvesging lewel of dsliveries is edpicied vo slow
aown An 1967, more bedguse of probable North Vietnamese imabllity
to abpoyh much Purther inorsage at this vine than because ol
veduced Communist willingsess 6 pupport the war.

The USSRE hag been the major comtributor in both 1995 and
1966, replacing Cemmundst Chins s North Vietasn's ywineipal supplier,
at least in value temms. In 1966, the Hestern Buropean Communist
countries alao Inereased thelr ald deliveries significantly, &8 shown
igé ﬂf&; following tabulation of Commumnist sid to Borth Vietaawm for
1965 3

Milddon UB

UBBEK & 150
Compunist China 50 5
Inetern Burape is 50

In addition, insignifieant amounts of ald have pean extanded by Cubs,
Mongolis, sad North Kogea.

A@oﬁmmrwmmmw&wmﬁzsm inerense
14 North Vietmou's consigtently large defieit in trade with the Com-
sunist cowntries, especially with the Soviet Union {ses Tuble k),
mhis derleit smouwnted to $100 million in 1965, and preliminmary trade
stetistics support the eptimmis of & greatly incrTeased defielt in
1966, With Borth Vietomn unsble to clear these agcounts, thls im-
balance can be considered as economic aid and may well be writien
off as grant aid eventuslly.

Ancther indieator of the incressed level of ecomomie ald
hag beam the increased velume of sesborne shipments to North Vietnaw
in 1966, which cossists overvhelmingly of econowic sld deliveries.
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